wherein the shield member shields the voltage detection terminal, the 
overcurrent detection terminal, and the control terminal. 




Summary 

Claims 1-2 were pending and have been rewritten. The changes to the 
rewritten claims from the previous versions to the rewritten versions are shown in 
Appendix A, with strikethrough for deletions and underlines for additions. No new 
matter has been added as a result of this amendment. 

Objection to Specification 

In the Office Action, the Specification was objected to as no longer being clear 
and concise after incorporating the changes in the preliminary amendment. 
Applicant has provided a Substitute Specification as required by the Examiner. 
Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner withdraw the objection to the 
Specification. 

Objection to Drawings 

In the Office Action, the Drawings were objected to because Fig. 2 does not 
show the positive electrodes 1c and 1e and the negative electrode 1f. As required 
by CFR 1 .84(p)(5), the reference characters mentioned in the description must 
appear in the drawings. These electrodes are illustrated in Fig. 1, however, and thus 
satisfy CFR 1 .84(p)(5), being both mentioned in the description and appearing in the 
drawings (there is no requirement that the references appear in all of the drawings, 
and in fact would be contradictory if showing close ups of different portions of a 
single embodiment in different figures or different embodiments in different figures). 
Nevertheless, Applicant has enclosed a corrected version of Fig. 2 with corrections 
marked in red. Applicant requests that the Examiner approve the corrections and 
will submit formal drawings upon receiving a Notice of Allowance. 

Rejection of Claims 

In the Office Action, Claims 1 and 2 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, first 
paragraph as containing subject matter that was not described in the specification in 
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such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is 
most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. Applicant has amended 
Claims 1 and 2 and submits that amended Claims 1 and 2 contain subject matter 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. 

In the Office Action, Claims 1 and 2 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, 
second paragraph as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which Applicant regards as the invention. Applicant has 
amended Claims 1 and 2 to more clearly describe the invention toward which the 
claims are directed. Applicant submits that amended Claims 1 and 2 overcome the 
rejections. 

In the Office Action, Claim 1 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(e) as being 
anticipated by Takahashi (JP 10-255740) and Claims 1 and 2 were rejected over 35 
U.S.C. §1 02(a) as being anticipated by the prior art admitted in the instant 
disclosure. Applicant has amended Claims 1 and 2 to recite that one end of the 
sheet portion of the shield member is connected to the negative electrode of the 
rectangular parallelepiped battery so as to have a reference potential (in this case, 
ground). In addition, the sheet portion and the insulating member of the shield 
member and intermediate potential electrode form a capacitor such that the 
intermediate potential electrode of the rectangular parallelepiped battery is 
connected to ground through the capacitor. 

None of the cited references contain a^apacitor. More specifically, none of 
the cited references contain a capacit or specif ically formedbyjhg_s heet portion and 
the insulating member of th e shield member and intermedj ate jxrtential electrode 
such that the intermediate potential electrode isg rounded through the capacito r. 
The arrangement recited in amended Claim 1, on the other hand, prevents 
malfunction of the protection circuit (specifically, disabling of the protection switch 
even when overcharge, over-discharge, or overcurrent does not occur) caused by an 
external radio wave passing through the shield member and superimposed on the 
current that flows through the protection circuit due to electromagnetic induction. 

For at least this reason, none of the cited prior art anticipate or disclose the 
arrangement of amended Claim 1 . Thus, amended Claims 1 and 2 are patentable 
over the prior art cited by the Examiner. 
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Conclusion 

In view of the amendments and arguments above, Applicant respectfully 
submits that all of the pending claims are in condition for allowance and seeks an 
early allowance thereof. If for any reason the Examiner is unable to allow the 
application in the next Office Action and believes that a telephone interview would be 
helpful to resolve any remaining issues, he is respectfully requested to contact the 
undersigned agent or attorney. 




Respectfully submitted, 



Anthony P. Curtis, Ph.D. 
Registration No. 46,193 
Agent for Applicant 



BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LIONE 
P.O. BOX 10395 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 
(312) 321-4200 
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APPENDIX A 

Battery with Protection Circuit for Preventing Malfunction 
Serial No. 09/967,298 
Inventor Yuji Yanagisawa 

In the Claims: 

Please amend Claims 1 and 2 as follows: 

1 . (Amended) A power source comprising: 

at least one rectangular parallelepiped battery having a positive 
electrode on a first surface and a negative electrode on a second surface, the 
rectangular parallelepiped battery containing at least a pair of batteries connected in 
series, the rectangular parallelepiped battery having an intermediate electrode with 
an intermediate potential between potentials of the positive and negative electrodes : 

a protection circuit including a protection switch disposed between a 
load having one end that is grounded and the negative electrode of the rectangular 
parallelepiped battery and a detection circuit that detects one of overcharging and 
over-discharging of the rectangular parallelepiped battery and turns off the protection 
switch accordingly; 

a shield member that sh ie lds including a sheet portion covering at least 
the protection switch such that the protection switch is shielded ; and 

an insulating member provided between the shield member and the 
protection circuit and between the shield member and the intermediate electrode of 
the rectangular parallelepiped battery, 

wherein one end of the sheet portion of the shield member is 
connected to on e e nd of th e l oad i n a DC fashion the negative electrode of the 
rectangular parallelepiped battery so as to be directly grounded , and 

wherein the sheet portion and the insulating member of the shield 
member i s conn e ct e d to an ele ctrod e oth e r than a n e gat i v e e l e ctrod e of th e batt e ry 
that i p , mnn e nt e d to on e e nd of th e load i n a h i gh fr e quency fashion and intermediate 
potential electrode form a capacitor such that the intermediate potential electrode of 
the rectangular parallelepiped battery is connected to ground through the capacitor . 

2. (Amended) The power source according to claim 1 , further comprising: 
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a negative electrode terminal connected to a-the negative electrode of 
the rectangular parallelepiped battery; 

a voltage detection terminal connected to the a-positive electrode of the 
rectangular parallelepiped battery; 

an overcurrent detection terminal to measure a current that flows 
through the protection switch; and 

a control terminal that generates a signal to turn off the protection 

switch, 

wherein the shield member shields the voltage detection terminal, the 
overcurrent detection terminal, and the control terminal. 
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SUBSTITUTE SPECIFICATION MARKED-UP VERSION 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
APPLICATION FOR UNITED STATES LETTERS PATENT 




Yuji Yanagisawa 



TITLE: Battery with Protection Circuit for 

Preventing Malfunction 



ATTORNEY: Gustavo Siller, Jr. 

BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LIONE 
P.O. BOX 10395 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 
(312) 321-4200 




BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to a battery with a protection 
circuit, and more particularly relates to a battery with 
a protection circuit used as a power source of a radio 
system . 

2. Description of the Related Art 

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram of a battery with a 
protection circuit, and comprises a power source 21 having 
batteries 21a and 21b connected in series, a protection 
circuit 24, and a + (plus) terminal 22 and a - (minus) 
terminal 23 connected to the both ends of the power source 
21. A load not shown in the drawing is connected between 
the + terminal 22 and the - terminal 23, and grounded at 
the portion connected to the - terminal 23 . The protection 
circuit 24 is provided with a protection switch 25 that 
is interpolated between the power source 21 and the load 
and a detection circuit 26 that detects abnormalities of 
the batteries 21a and 21b and turns off protection switches 
25a and 25b. 

The protection switch 25 comprises a charging 
shutdown switch 25a that shuts down charging to the 
batteries 21a and 21b and a discharging shutdown switch 
25b that shuts down discharging from the battery to the 
load, and these switches are configured in the form of 
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FETS_. The source of the charging shutdown switch 25a is 
connected to the negative electrode 21f of the battery 
21b and the drain of the charging shutdown switch 25a is 
connected to the source of the discharging shutdown switch 
25b, and the drain of the discharging shutdown switch 25b 
is connected to the - terminal 23. 

The detection circuit 26 has a positive terminal 
26a connected to the positive electrode of the power source 
(the positive electrode 21c of the battery 21a) , a middle 
point terminal 26b connected to the negative electrode 
21d of the battery 21a and the positive electrode 21e of 
the battery 21b, a negative electrode 26c connected to 
the negative electrode of the power source 21 (the negative 
electrode 21f of the battery 21b) , a delay terminal 26d 
connected to a detection delay capacitor 27, a voltage 
detection terminal 26e connected to the positive electrode 
of the power source (the positive electrode 21c of the 
battery 21a) with interposition of a resistor 28a, an 
overcurrent detection terminal 26f connected to the - 
terminal 23 with interposition of a resistor 28b, a control 
terminal 26g connected to the gate of the protection switch 
25a, and a control terminal 26h connected to the gate of 
the protection switch 25b. 

In the normal condition, the voltage of the control 
terminals 26g and 26h are maintained at low level, and 
the charging shutdown switch 25a and the discharging 
shutdown switch 25b of the protection switch 25 are 
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maintained in ON. 

When the battery becomes overcharged, the potential 
difference between the voltage detection terminal 26e and 
the negative terminal 26c exceeds a predetermined value, 
the detection circuit 26 detects the overcharge of the 
batteries 21a and 21b, the control terminal 26g becomes 
high level, and the charging shutdown switch 25a of the 
protection switch 25 is turned off. 

On the other hand, when the battery becomes 
over-discharged, the voltage difference between the 
voltage detection terminal 26e and the negative terminal 
26c drops to a value equal to or lower than another 
predetermined value, the detection circuit 26 detects 
over-discharge, the control terminal 26h rises to high 
level, and the discharging shutdown switch 25b of the 
protection switch 25 is turned off. 

An overcurrent that flows through the batteries 21a 
and 21b causes an increased current flow through the 
protection switch 25, the voltage drop between both ends 
of the protection switch 25 increases, the potential 
difference between the overcurrent detection terminal 26f 
and the negative terminal 26c increases resultantly, the 
detection circuit 26 detects the overcurrent, the control 
terminal 26g or 26h becomes high level, and the charging 
shutdown switch 25a or discharging shutdown switch 25b 
of the protection switch 25 is turned off. 

The battery is configured as shown in a perspective 
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view in FIG. 4 . The battery 21a is disposed on the battery 
21b with interposition of an insulating film 29a, and a 
substrate 30 on which the protection circuit 24 is mounted 
is provided partially on the upper surface of the battery 
21a . The detection circuit 26 having an integrated circuit 
structure and the protection switch 25 having an integrated 
circuit structure are disposed on the substrate 30. 
Furthermore, the positive electrode 21c of the battery 
21a is connected to a wiring pattern on the substrate 30 
(not shown) through a metal foil 31a, the negative electrode 
21f of the battery 21b is connected to a wiring pattern 
on the substrate 30 through a metal foil 31b, and the 
negative electrode 21d of the battery 21a and the positive 
electrode 21e of the battery 21b are connected to a wiring 
pattern on the substrate 30 through a metal foil 31c. 
Furthermore, the + terminal 22 consisting of a metal foil 
and the - terminal 23 consisting of a metal foil are 
connected to the substrate 30, and the + terminal 22 and 
the - terminal 23 are disposed on the side surface of the 
batteries 21a and 21b with interposition of an insulating 
film 29b. 

An insulating member 32 consisting of a vinyl film 
is disposed so as to cover the substrate 30 partially 
including the detection integrated circuit 31 and the 
protection switch integrated circuit 32. However, the 
- terminal 23 is not covered with the insulating member 
32. A shield member 33 consisting of a- copper foil is 
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provided on the insulating member 32 , and the shield member 
33 is connected to the - terminal 23 with a solder 34. 

Because , in the abovement ioned convent ional battery 
with a protection circuit , the shield member 33 is grounded 
at one soldered point, the two shield member o protect ion 
switch 25 and detection circuit 26 of the protection circuit 
4 disposed at the point far from the solder 34 are not 
shielded sufficiently. As the result, an external radio 
wave passes through the shield member 3 3 and is superimposed 
on a current that flows through the protection circuit 
24 due to electromagnetic induction, and the protection 
circuit 24 can cause malfunction. When the protection 
circuit 24 causes malfunction, the protection switch 25 
is turned off even when overcharge, over-discharge, or 
overcurrent does not occur, and supply of power source 
voltage to the load can be shut down. Particularly the 
battery is used for a radio system that usually has an 
antenna near the battery with a protection circuit, which 
is exposed to a strong radio wave, and the low shield effect 
of the shield member 33 can cause malfunction of the radio 
system easily. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
In view of the abovement ioned problem, it is the 
object of the present invention to provide a battery with 
a protection circuit that prevents malfunction of the 
protection circuit of a battery due to a radio wave emitted 
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from an antenna of the radio system. 

To solve the abovement ioned problem, a battery with 
a protection circuit is provided with a power source having 
at least one battery, a protection circuit comprising a 
protection switch interpolated between a load having one 
end that is grounded and the power source and a detection 
circuit that detects overcharging or over-discharging of 
the battery and turns off the protection switch, a shield 
member that shields at least the protection switch, and 
an insulating member provided between the shield member 
and the protection circuit and between the shield member 
and the battery, wherein the shield member is connected 
to one end of the load in a DC fashion, and wherein the 
shield member is connected to an electrode other than a 
negative electrode of the battery that is connected to 
one end of the load in a high frequency fashion. Thereby 
the shielding effect is improved and the malfunction of 
the protection switch is prevented. 

The battery with the protection circuit of the 
present invention is provided with a negative electrode 
terminal connected to a negative electrode of the power 
source, a voltage detection terminal connected to the 
positive electrode of a power source, an overcurrent 
detection terminal that is used to measure a current that 
f lows through the protect ion switch , and a control terminal 
that generates a signal to turn off the protection switch, 
wherein the shield member shields the voltage detection 
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terminal, the overcurrent detection terminal, and the 
control terminal. Thereby the malfunction of the 
protection switch is prevented. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a circuit diagram of a battery with a 
protection circuit of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the battery with 
the protection circuit of the present invention. 

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram of a convent ional battery 
with a protection circuit. 

•FIG. 4 is a circuit diagram of the conventional 
battery with the protection circuit. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
FIG. 1 is a circuit diagram showing a battery with 
a protection circuit, and the battery comprises a power 
source 1 having batteries la and lb connected in series, 
a protection circuit 4, and a + terminal 2 and a - terminal 
3 connected to both ends of the power source 1 respectively. 
A load not shown in the drawing is connected between the 
+ terminal 2 and the - terminal 3, and is ground at the 
portion that is connected to the - terminal 3. The 
protection circuit 4 has a protection switch 5 interpolated 
between the power source 1 and the load and a detection 
circuit 6 that io ocrvcd to detects abnormalities of the 
batteries la and lb and to turns off the protection switch 
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5 . 

The protection switch 5 comprises a charging 
shutdown switch 5a that is served to shuts down charging 
to the battery, and a discharging shutdown switch 5b that 
i o served to shuts down discharging from the battery to 
the load, and both switches are configured in the form 
of FET.S. The source of the charging shutdown switch 5a 
is connected to the negative electrode If of the battery 
lb, thedrainofthe charging shutdown switch 5a is connected 
to the source of the discharging shutdown switch 5b, and 
the drain of the discharging shutdown switch 5b is connected 
to the - terminal 3 . 

The detection circuit 6 is provided with a positive 
electrode terminal 6a connected to the positive electrode 
(the positive electrode lc of the battery la) of the power 
source , a middle point terminal 6b connected to the negat ive 
electrode Id of the battery la and the positive electrode 
le of the battery lb, a negative electrode terminal 6c 
connected to the negative electrode (the negative 
electrode If of the battery lb) of the power source 1, 
a delay terminal 6d connected to the detection delay 
capacitor 7^, a voltage detection terminal 6e connected 
to the positive electrode (the positive electrode lc of 
the battery la) of the power source through a resistor 
8a, an overcurrent detection terminal 6f connected to the 
- terminal 3 through a resistor 8b, a control terminal 
6g connected to the gate of the protection switch 5a, and 
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a control terminal 6h connected tothegateof the protection 
switch 5b. 

The protection switch 5 and the detection circuit 
6 are covered with the insulating member 12 and shield 
member 13 as described hereinafter, and the negative 
electrode Id of the battery la and the shield member 13 
form a capacitor 7b together. 

In the normal condition, the voltage of the control 
terminals 6g and 6h is maintained low level , and the charging 
shutdown switch 5a and the discharging shutdown switch 
5b of the protection switch 5 are maintained ON. 

When the battery becomes overcharged, the voltage 
difference between the voltage detection terminal 6e and 
the negative terminal 6c attains to a value equal to or 
higher than a predetermined value and the detection circuit 
6 detects overcharging of the batteries la and lb 
resultantly , and the control terminal 6g becomes high level 
and the charging shutdown switch 5a of the protection switch 
5 is turned off. 

On the other hand, when the battery becomes 
over-discharged, the voltage difference between the 
voltage detection terminal 6e and the negative electrode 
terminal 6c drops to a value equal to or lower than another 
predetermined value and the detection circuit 6 detects 
over - di scharge , and the control terminal 6g becomes high 
level and the discharging shutdown switch 5b of the 
protection switch 5 is turned off. 
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Furthermore, when an overcurrent flows through the 
batteries la and lb, a current that flows through the 
protection switch 5 increases to result in a large voltage 
drop between both ends of the protection switch 5, the 
voltage difference between the overcurrent detection 
terminal 26f and the negative terminal 6c becomes large, 
the detection circuit 6 detects the overcurrent, the 
control terminal 6g or 6h becomes high level, and the 
charging shutdown switch 5a or the discharging shutdown 
switch 5b of the protection switch 5 is turned off. 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view showing the 
configuration of the battery with the protection circuit . 
The batteries la and lb are rectangular and placed one 
on the other. The right side face not shown in the drawing 
of the lower side battery lb is served as the positive 
electrode le and other five faces are served as the negative 
electrode If. The battery la is disposed on the battery 
lb with interposition of the insulating film 9a, and the 
left side face is served as the positive electrode lc and 
other five faces are served as the negative electrode Id. 
The negative electrode Id of the battery la is connected 
to the positive electrode le of the battery lb with the 
metal foil 11c, and the batteries la and lb are connected 
in series . A substrate 10 on which the protection circuit 
4 is mounted is provided partially on the upper surface 
of the battery la. The detection circuit 6 having an 
integrated circuit structure and the protection switch 
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5 having an integrated circuit structure are disposed on 
the substrate 10. Furthermore, the positive electrode 
lc of the battery la is connected to a wiring pattern (not 
shown) on the substrate 10 through the metal foil 11a, 
the negative electrode If of the battery lb is connected 
to a wiring pattern on the substrate through the metal 
foil lib, and the negative electrode Id of the battery 
la and the positive electrode le of the battery lb are 
connected to a wiring pattern on the substrate 10a through 
the metal foil 11c. Furthermore, the + terminal 2 
consisting of a metal foil and the - terminal 3 consisting 
of a metal foil are connected to the substrate 10, and 
the + terminal 2 and the - terminal 3 are disposed on the 
side surfaces of the batteries la and lb with interposition 
of the insulating film 9b. 

The insulating member 12 consisting of a vinyl film 
is disposed on the upper surface of the substrate 10 so 
as to cover the upper surface of the battery la partially, 
to cover the side surface of the battery la partially, 
and to cover the detection circuit 6 and the protection 
switch 5. The insulating member 12 does not cover the 
top side of the - terminal 3 . The shield member 13 
consisting of a copper foil is disposed on the insulating 
member 12 and the - terminal 3 so as to partially cover 
the - terminal 3, and the shield member 13 is connected 
in series to the - terminal 3 with solder 14 . Because 
the upper surface and the side surface of the battery la 
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are served as the negative electrode Id of the battery 
la, the negative electrode Id of the battery la, the 
insulating member 12, and the shield member 13 form the 
capacitor 7b. As the result, the shield member 13 is 
connected to the negative electrode Id of the battery la 
in a high frequency fashion. 

Because the battery with a protection circuit of 
the present invention has the shield member 13 that is 
grounded by being connected in series to one end of the 
load and connected in a high frequency fashion to the 
electrode other than the negative electrode of the battery 
to be connected to one end of the load, the shield member 
13 is grounded in a high frequency fashion at two points, 
the shielding effect is improved as a whole, and the 
malfunction of the protection switch 5 covered with the 
shield member 13 is prevented. 

Because the battery with the protection circuit of 
the present invention has the voltage detection terminal 
6e, the overcurrent detection terminal 6f , and the control 
terminals 6g and 6h that are shielded by means of the shield 
member, the malfunction of the detection circuit 6 is 
prevented . 
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What Is Claimed Is 



1 . A battery with a protect ion circuit provided with : 

a power source having at least one battery; 

a protection circuit comprising a protection switch 
interpolated between a load having one end that is grounded 
and the power source and a detection circuit that detects 
overcharging or over-discharging of the battery and turns 
off the protection switch; 

a shield member that shields at least the protection 
switch; and 

an insulating member provided between the shield 
member and the protection circuit and between the shield 
member and the battery, 

wherein the shield member is connected to one end 
of the load in a DC fashion, and 

wherein the shield member is connected to an 
electrode other than a negative electrode of the battery 
that is connected to one end of the load in a high frequency 
fashion . 

2. The battery with the protect ion circuit according 
to claim 1, wherein the battery with the protection circuit 
is provided with: 

a negative electrode terminal connected to a 
negative electrode of the power source; 

a voltage detection terminal connected to a positive 
el ec t rode of the power source ; 
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an overcurrent detection terminal that is used to 
measure a current that flows through the protection switch; 
and 

a control terminal that generates a signal to turn 
off the protection switch, 

wherein the shield member shields the voltage 
detection terminal, the overcurrent detection terminal, 
and the control terminal . 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
The invention provides a battery with a protection 
circuit that is capable of preventing malfunction of the 
protection circuit securely by improving the shielding 
effect of a shield member that covers the protect ion circuit 
A substrate is provided on an upper surface of a power 
source comprising two batteries, and a detection circuit 
and a protection switch are provided on the substrate. 
The detection circuit detects overcharge and 
over-discharge of the batteries, and the detection circuit 
controls the protection switch. When overcharging, 
over-discharging, or overcurrent is detected, charging 
or discharging of the batteries is shut down. The 
detection circuit and the protection switch are covered 
with the shield member with interposition of an insulating 
member. The shield member is connected to a - terminal 
with solder, and connected to a negative electrode of the 
battery with interposition of the insulating member in 
a high frequency fashion. 
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